Signal software
delay may hit
metro Phase 1
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Chennai: A delay in supply of
signal software for metro rail
operationsmay hold up comple-
tion of the rest of Phase 1 inclu-
ding Anna Salai line, fear Chen-
naiMetro Rail Limited officials,

CMRL is gearing for trial runs -

onthellkm Washermenpet-AG-
DMS stretch by September-end
to get the line ready for opera-
tions by December: '

A Germany-based company
which holds the contract for de-
veloping software is yet to give
thetechnology and hasnot been
responding to requests either;
CMRL managing director Pan-
kajKumar Bansalsaid. “Everyt-
hingelseisdone, Only thesignal
softwareispending. Thecompa-
ny is non-committal and seems
tobepushingittillthelast minu-
te, so it can negotiate, It does not
seem to be concerned about the
fact that itisa publicutility”

Signal software is the key to
controllingtrainspeed, commu-
nication within the train and
stoppage at stations, CMRL will
conduct trial runs before and af:
terinstallingsignallingsystems
before RDSO and CMRS inspec-
tions areundertaken.

“Signal software is a copy-
rightissue. Wearedependenton
them and so they are trying to
arm-twist. They have commit-
ted on paper to give us the soft-
ware by March-April 2019 and
are trying to charge us for expe-
diting. But we are tough. Our
target is December 15 and they
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can meet this target. Discus-
sionsaregoingon,” Bansalsaid.

Electrification of the Was-
hermenpet, High Cowrt and
Mannadi stations will be comp-
leted this week, and OHE instal-
lation and electrification of An-
na Salai line between Govern-
mentEstateand AG-DMSisalso
on. The trouble with the cont-
ractorisalsocausinguncertain- . |
ty over the 9k Phase 1 exten-
sion from Washermenpet to
Wimeco Nagar, which will link a
part of North Chennai to the
rest of the city through metro
trains.

“I have finalised all tenders
withexisting contractors, inclu-
ding rolling stock, ventilation,
lifts and escalators, except for
signalling. They haven’t sub-
mitted a commercial proposal
tous,” Bansal said.




