Metro to link route planned
under monorail network

Porur, Other
Areas To Be
Part of Phase-2

U.Tejonmayam
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: It is not clear if mo-
norail, one of former chief
minister J Jayalalithaa’s pet
projects, will ever see the light
of the day, but localities like
Porur, Iyyapanthangal and
Poonamallee, planned under
the system, will be linked un-
der the 118.9km phase2 of
Chennai Metro Rail Limited.

A comprehensive study
on passenger flow revealed
high traffic density between
Porur and Poonamallee that
melrorail, notmonorail, is ca-
pable of handling it, said
CMRL managing director
Pankaj Kumar Bansal. Corri-
dor 4, now planned between
Light House and CMBT, will
be extended up to Poonamal-
lee and will finally stretch
over 26.1km with 30 stations.
The 118.9-km phase-2, estima-
ted to cost ¥69,000cr; will com-
prisecorridors 3,4 and5.

“We presented the traffic
data to the state government
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and suggested that metro rail After the government's elevated. Officials said the li-

would be more suitable in the-
se localities than monorail.
After the government appro-
val, we revised corridor4,”
Bansal said. Talks are on with
four international banks and
construction may begin soon,
hesaid.

As of 2012, monorail was
to connect Kathipara to Poo-
namallee — linking Porur;
SRMC Hospital, Iyyappan-
thangal, Kattupakkkam, Ku-
mananchavadi and Karayan-
chavadi in a ‘Y’ shaped align-
ment including an arm from
Porur to Vadapalani — and
Velachery to Vandalur. While
Kathipara is linked with
Alandur in metro phase-1, the
rest are part of phase-2.

approval, an additional detai-
led project report for corridor
4retained thestretch between
Light House and Vadapalani
as per the old plan, but twea-
ked the route from Vadapala-
ni to link localities from Po-
rur to Poonamallee, Corridor
5 was also changed to include
CMBT and Kaliamman Koil
Street that were removed
from corridor 4. Now, stations
have been planned at Alwart-
hirunagar, Valasarvakkam,
Karabakkam, Alapakkam
Junction and Porur junction
as interchange facilities lin-
king corridors4and5.

A part of corridor 4, initi-
ally planned to be undergro-
und, hasnow been changed to

ne between Light House and
Meenakshi College in Ko-
dambakkam will be under-
ground, as it links the city co-
re. From Meenakshi College
to Poonamallee will be eleva-
ted. “We decided to change it
toelevated asthereisavailabi-
lity of space,” an official said.

The state government pro-
posed a 42km twe-corridor
monorail at an estimated
26,402¢r and tasked Metropo-
litan Transport Corporation
(MTC) toexecute. But the pro-
ject is yet to take off. Experts
had been highlighting that
thecity would requireamix of
metro rail and monorail sy-
stem tomakepublictransport
popular



